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Message Text 



PAGE 01 SEOUL 00609 250755Z 
21-12 

ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /031W 

083760 

P 250703Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2203 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA PRIORITY 

SECRET NOFORN SEOUL 609 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AS, KN, KS 

SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA 

1. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HAS PASSED US IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THE 
SUBSTANCE OF ITS JAN 24 RECOMMENDATION TO CANBERRA REGARDING 
AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA. 

2. ACCORDING TO AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY, AMBASSADOR BOURCHIER HAS 
SUGGESTED TO CANBERRA THAT QUOTE ONCE THE ROK FULLY ACCEPTS THAT 
AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION IS IN FACT INEVITABLE (AND IT MAY TAKE 
BLUNT AMERICAN TALKING TO CONVINCE THEM IN ADVANCE OF THE ACTUAL 
FACT) THEN THE JUSTIFICATION FOR ANY DELAY DEPENDS ON WHAT THE 
ROK WOULD DO WITH ANY TIME THAT WE DID ALLOW THEM. IF THEY UNDER- 
TOOK TO USE IT TO DEVISE A NEW POLICY AND TO PREPARE THEIR PEOPLE 
FOR IT, THEN THEY WOULD HAVE A GOOD CLAIM ON OUR SYMPATHETIC CON- 
SIDERATION. IF THEY REFUSED TO SHIFT AT ALL, THEN WE NEED FEEL 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO DELAY LONGER THAN IS NECESSARY TO AVOID 
THE APPEARANCE OF DISREGARD FOR ROK FEELINGS UNQUOTE. PARENS AS IN 
AUSTRALIAN MESSAGE. 

3. AUSTRALIAN EMBOFF COMMENTED THAT IMPRESSION OF HIS EMBASSY IS 
THAT KOREANS ARE NOT TAKING WHITLAM SERIOUSLY BUT ARE RESPONDING 
AS IF GOA DECISION TO APPROACH NORTH KOREA NOW CAN EASILY BE 
REVERSED. 

4. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HAS STRESSED THAT FACT IT HAS PASSED US 
SECRET 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 00609 250755Z 

SUBSTANCE OF ITS RECOMMENDATIONS TO CANBERRA SHOULD NOT BE DIS- 
CUSSED WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING MOST PARTICULARLY GOA. 

5. COMMENT: AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY'S PURPOSE IN PASSING US SUBSTANCE 
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OF ITS RECOMMENDATIONS PROBABLY IS: 

A. TO ENLIST OUR SUPPORT IN CONVINCING ROKG OF INEVITABILITY 
OF AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA. 

B. TO GET US AND KOREANS TO USE ACCEPTANCE OF EVENTUAL AUSTRA- 
LIAN RECOGNITION AS LEVER TO PRESS FOR CANBERRA FOR A DELAY WHILE 
ROKG ADJUSTS POLICIES AND PREPARES FOR DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
REACTION. 

ERICSON 

SECRET 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SEOUL00609 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: P750001-2528 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 74/abbrzbnd. tel 

Line Count: 65 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NOFORN EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: NOFORN EXDIS 

Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
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